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MEMORANIUM FOR: Geaeral Counsel

THRD: Chairman, CIA Career Service Board
SUBJECT: buthority to Award the Medal of Freadom
REFERENCES3 Exeoutive Order No. 10336 of 3 April 1952

1. The Hedal of Freedom is a particularly appropriate
arard for persons associated with the Central Intelligence Agency.
The award of thls medsl to deserving persons within the Agency
would provide them with a fuller measure of recognition for their
meriterious acte or services in the national interest, and would
permit such recognition withonti endangering the security interests
of the Agency.

2. Under the provieions of Paragraph ki of Exegutive Order No.
10336 cited abovey the Medal of Freedom may only be awarded by the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense, the Seoretary of the
Army, the Secretary of the Navy or the Secretsry of the Air Force,
or by such officers as they may respectively designate., [Under the
provisions of Paragraph 5 of this reference, the head of any de~
partment or sgency of the United States not nemed thersin (CIs is
not named) may recommend to the Secretary of Defemss the award of
the Medal of Freedom, and the Secretary of Defense may make such
awards,

3. In view of the sensitive nature of the activities of per-
gons associated with CIA, 2nd in ovrder to utilize the most direct
and effective procedures for honor awards within CIA, it is be-
lLieved that the Agency should be independently able to award the
Hedal of Freedom by virtue of authority granted to or within the
Agency. Either of the following slternatives would achieve this
resulbs
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8. Appropriste aotlon gould be taken to request that
Executive Order No. 10336 be smended to include the Drector
of Central Intelligence emong those who ere suthorized to
‘avard the Medsl of Freedon or that a new Executive Order ba
issued ta asccomplish this result.

be  Appropriate sstion ecould 'ba taken to request the
Secretary of Defense or the Se¢retary of one of the three mili~
tary services to desimlte a high ranking military officer de-
tailed to CIA =8 an officer vith suthority to swerd the NMedel
;g aneénm, as provided in Paragreph 4 of Executive Order No.
10336,

Le Your eomments smd opinions with respect to each of the
pmposals presented in the preceding peragreph are requested.
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